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The Forum and Education Abroad Partnerships

Networking opportunities:

• Virtual - Member Mingles 'Partner Up'

• In person - Conferences and events

Best practice guidelines:

• Guidelines for Good Business practice guide the legal, ethical, professional, contractual, and 

business aspects involved in delivering high-quality education abroad partnerships & programming.

• Inform the establishment of new partnerships, the renewal of existing 

 partnerships, or the renegotiation of existing agreements.

Communities of Practice:

• CoPs are focused on process, reflection, and dialogue
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JOIN US!
Careers, Internships, and Global 
Learning (CIGL) Conference 

• October 11-13, 2026

• Lisbon, Portugal

• Reitoria da Universidade de 
Lisboa

Europe, Middle East, and Africa 
(EMEA) Conference

• October 14-16, 2026

• Lisbon, Portugal

• Reitoria da Universidade de 
Lisboa



Portugal Video
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Michael Baum

Luso-American Development Foundation (FLAD)
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Partnership Building events in Lisbon
Portuguese University Site Visits

• Weds Oct 14th, 2026

• 9am – 1pm

• Lisbon, Portugal

• List of Universities:

www.forumea.org/cigl-emea-2026-
portuguese-partnership-building-
events.html

Bridging Borders: Portuguese 
International Event

• Weds Oct 14th, 2026 

• 2.00pm - 4.00pm 

• Casa do Alentejo

• Cost: $25 for non-Portuguese 
Attendees, open to Forum 
members only



Cristina Perdigão 

Vice-President, Institute for 

Higher Education (IES)
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Artur Silva

Council of Rectors of Portuguese Universities 

(CRUP) / Rector of the University of Aveiro
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Miguel Copetto

Executive Director, Association for Portuguese 

Private Higher Education Institutions (APESP)

www.apesp.pt  

mcopetto@apesp.pt
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http://www.apesp.pt


Luís Loures

President of the Coordination Council of The 

Portuguese Polytechnic Universities (CCSIP)
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The Polytechnic University Subsystem: Applied Research, Practiced Based Prog rams
Established formally in the 1970’s as part of a broader reform of Portuguese education, the polytechnic subsystem was designed to address the country's growing need for 

technically skilled professionals. Today, it forms an essential part of the technical and scientifical national workforce pipeline.

1

Research Focus

Deeply focused on applied research, polytechnic universities are in the forefront 

forefront of technological transfer, leading academia-industry interface, while 

interface, while working in high TRL’s 

2

Full Degree Range

Polytechnic Universities award Bachelor’s (3–6 years), Master's, and 

Doctoral

Doctoral

 degrees since 2022. 

3

Applied Learning

Curricula are built around practical, hands-on instruction with strong industry 
partnerships and internship components.

4

Key-fields

Engineering, Technology, Health Sciences, Agriculture, Arts, and Tourism are 

among the core areas of expertise in the polytechnic network.

https://portugalpolytechnicuniversities.com/en/

https://portugalpolytechnicuniversities.com/en/

https://gamma.app/?utm_source=made-with-gamma
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Complementary Strengths for a Dynamic Future
Portugal's dual higher education system is a strategic asset — designed not to create hierarchy, but to offer diverse, purposeful pathways that collectively strengthen the nation's 

strengthen the nation's intellectual capital and economic competitiveness.

Universities: Driving Fundamental 
Research

Through world-class research 

research centers, postgraduate 

postgraduate programs, and 

international collaborations, 

universities anchor Portugal's 

Portugal's knowledge economy 

economy and scientific 

reputation on the global stage.

stage.

Polytechnic Universities 
Fueling  Innovatio n &  Applied  
Research
By training  ap p lied  p ro fessionals in 

techno lo g y, health, arts, and  

b usiness, po lytech nics d irectly  

resp o nd  to lab o r m arket n eed s —  

b ridg ing  the g ap  between 

ed ucation  and  em p loym ent with 

m easu rable  im p act.

TO GETH ER
A C om prehensive Educational 
Ecosystem

This dual structure — unified under 

Bologna, regulated by A3ES, and funded 

by the state — ensures that every 

student, regardless of background or 

ambition, finds a pathway to personal 

growth and professional success.

16
Public Universities

13
Public Polytechnic Universities

D istrib uted acro ss Portu g al

440K+
Total Students

Enrolled annually across both subsystems

https://gamma.app/?utm_source=made-with-gamma


Susana Mira Leal

Rector, University of the Azores

reitoria.secretariado@uac.pt
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Any Questions ?



Please scan the 
QR code to 
complete the 
webinar 
evaluation!
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Submit Your Feedback
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