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Expanding Access with the
New Community College
Access Scholarship (CCAS)

The Community College Access Scholarship (CCAS) is designed to expand
access to education abroad opportunities for community college students
with financial need during the 2026-27 academic year. Supported by a
$50,000 commitment from the American Institute for Foreign Study (AIFS)
—a leading provider of international education and cultural exchange
programs—CCAS seeks to reduce financial and structural barriers that limit
access to high-impact global experiences for one of the most diverse
student populations in U.S. higher education.

CCAS will award scholarships to students who demonstrate financial need
and are enrolled at U.S. community colleges. Students may participate in
any eligible program type—including faculty-led, short-term, semester, or
summer programs—provided the program is administered by a nonprofit
entity.

Awards will typically range from $2,000-$5,000 depending on need and
program cost. Funds may be used for program fees, travel, tuition, passport
and visa costs, lodging, meals, and required materials.

This scholarship will support 10-15 students
in the 2026-2027 academic year.




General Eligibility Criteria

Applicants must meet all of the following criteria:

1.Student Enrollment: Must be a current community college student at an
accredited U.S. institution during AY 2026-27.

2.Financial Need: Must demonstrate economic need (through Pell eligibility,
financial aid documentation, or other explanation of financial
circumstances).

3.Student Age: Must be at least 18 years of age at time of receipt of funding.

4.Program Timing: Program must occur between June 1, 2026, and August 1,
2027.

5.Program Type: Eligible programs include faculty-led, short-term, semester,
internship, or summer programs.

6.Program Provider: Program must be run by a nonprofit institution of higher
education or a nonprofit education abroad organization. (NOTE: Most
community colleges partner with an external education abroad company or
organization to administer their study abroad programs. Students should
check with their community college staff, faculty member, or program
representative prior to applying to ensure that the program fits this
requirement).
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