
The 2010 Forum Conference/CharlotteThe 2010 Forum Conference/Charlotte

“Sprechen Sie Englisch?”Sprechen Sie Englisch?
A Critical Conversation About Second Language 

Instruction and Cultural Proficiency in Study Abroady y

Panelists
Bill Anthony, Northwestern University

Jeanette Owen, American Councils for International Education
David Patton , American Councils for International Education



“Sprechen Sie Englisch?”“Sprechen Sie Englisch?”

10:45 Introduction
10:50 Opening Remarks - Anthony

’

10:45 Introduction
10:50 Opening Remarks - Anthony

’10:57 Practitioner’s Perspective - Owen
11:05 Big Picture - Patton
11:15 Roundtable Discussions

10:57 Practitioner’s Perspective - Owen
11:05 Big Picture - Patton
11:15 Roundtable Discussions11:15 Roundtable Discussions
11:40 1-Minute Reports /Selected Tables
11:45 Q & A / Discussion: Next Steps?

11:15 Roundtable Discussions
11:40 1-Minute Reports /Selected Tables
11:45 Q & A / Discussion: Next Steps?11:45 Q & A / Discussion: Next Steps?
12:00 Conclusion
11:45 Q & A / Discussion: Next Steps?
12:00 Conclusion



“Sprechen Sie Englisch?”“Sprechen Sie Englisch?”p gp g

“The United States can be characteri ed“The United States can be characteri ed“The United States can be characterized 
as the home of the brave 

and the land of the monolingual ”

“The United States can be characterized 
as the home of the brave 

and the land of the monolingual ”and the land of the monolingual.”
-Rose Lee Hayden 

“Toward a National Foreign Language Policy,” 1979

and the land of the monolingual.”
-Rose Lee Hayden 

“Toward a National Foreign Language Policy,” 1979g g g y,
(As cited in U.S. Senator Paul Simon’s book, 

The Tongue-Tied American, 1980)

g g g y,
(As cited in U.S. Senator Paul Simon’s book, 

The Tongue-Tied American, 1980)



“Sprechen Sie Englisch?”“Sprechen Sie Englisch?”p gp g

American humorist Dave Barry once observedAmerican humorist Dave Barry once observedAmerican humorist Dave Barry once observed,
“Americans who travel abroad for the first

time are often shocked to discover that despite

American humorist Dave Barry once observed,
“Americans who travel abroad for the first

time are often shocked to discover that despitetime are often shocked to discover that, despite 
all the progress that has been made in the last 

30 f i l till k i

time are often shocked to discover that, despite 
all the progress that has been made in the last 

30 f i l till k i30 years, many foreign people still speak in 
foreign languages.”

30 years, many foreign people still speak in 
foreign languages.”



“Sprechen Sie Englisch?”“Sprechen Sie Englisch?”p gp g
Gallup Poll -April 6, 2001

by Chris McComb
Gallup Poll -April 6, 2001

by Chris McCombby Chris McComb 
“About one in five Americans believe that it is 
essential to speak a second language in general

by Chris McComb 
“About one in five Americans believe that it is 
essential to speak a second language in generalessential to speak a second language in general 
and an additional 50% of the population believe 

that knowledge of a foreign language is a valuable 

essential to speak a second language in general 
and an additional 50% of the population believe 

that knowledge of a foreign language is a valuable 
skill but is not necessarily essential. Nearly one-
third -- 30% -- feel that it is not too important or 
not important at all to speak a second language ”

skill but is not necessarily essential. Nearly one-
third -- 30% -- feel that it is not too important or 
not important at all to speak a second language ”not important at all to speak a second language.not important at all to speak a second language.



“Sprechen Sie Englisch?”“Sprechen Sie Englisch?”p gp g
The Chronicle of Higher Education March 6, 2009

“Study of Foreign Languages Should Not Be a Zero-Sum Game”
The Chronicle of Higher Education March 6, 2009

“Study of Foreign Languages Should Not Be a Zero-Sum Game”y g g g
Stephen Brockmann

“The rise of globalization suggests that the United States needs to 
radically increase the study of foreign languages and cultures

y g g g
Stephen Brockmann

“The rise of globalization suggests that the United States needs to 
radically increase the study of foreign languages and culturesradically increase the study of foreign languages and cultures…
Although foreign-language study has become somewhat more 

popular in recent years, its overall decline remains striking… 
O f h d li f f i l d i A i i

radically increase the study of foreign languages and cultures…
Although foreign-language study has become somewhat more 

popular in recent years, its overall decline remains striking… 
O f h d li f f i l d i A i iOne reason for the decline of foreign-language study in America is 

probably the lingering, albeit often unacknowledged, belief that 
globalization will ultimately lead to a world in which everyone—

h tt k E li h ”

One reason for the decline of foreign-language study in America is 
probably the lingering, albeit often unacknowledged, belief that 
globalization will ultimately lead to a world in which everyone—

h tt k E li h ”or everyone who matters—speaks English.”or everyone who matters—speaks English.”



“Sprechen Sie Englisch?”“Sprechen Sie Englisch?”
From the President of a German University:

“Most of the more than 1,000 European Universities offer English
l I fi ld i i i l f h

From the President of a German University:
“Most of the more than 1,000 European Universities offer English

l I fi ld i i i l f hlanguage courses. In some fields it is a requirement, partly to further
students’ English proficiency and partly to prepare them for a

semester abroad…[!] a similar number of schools offer at least part

language courses. In some fields it is a requirement, partly to further
students’ English proficiency and partly to prepare them for a

semester abroad…[!] a similar number of schools offer at least part[ ] f ff p
of their curriculum in English, especially in the first half of a BA

program. This is particularly true in Scandinavia, Holland,
G b t l i H d P l d ”

[ ] f ff p
of their curriculum in English, especially in the first half of a BA

program. This is particularly true in Scandinavia, Holland,
G b t l i H d P l d ”Germany, but also in Hungary and Poland….”

From the European University Association, Brussels:

Germany, but also in Hungary and Poland….”

From the European University Association, Brussels:
“The introduction of master’s programs, together with the 

increased interest in attracting international students has sparked a
movement toward more English taught programs in Europe ”

“The introduction of master’s programs, together with the 
increased interest in attracting international students has sparked a

movement toward more English taught programs in Europe ”movement toward more English taught programs in Europe.movement toward more English taught programs in Europe.



“Sprechen Sie Englisch?”“Sprechen Sie Englisch?”
From The CABLE  Exclusive: 

GAO report: State Department language skills dangerously lacking
From The CABLE  Exclusive: 

GAO report: State Department language skills dangerously lacking
Posted By Josh Rogin Tuesday, September 22, 2009

About a third of Foreign Service officers in jobs that require language 
skills don't have the proficiency required to do their jobs, hurting 

Posted By Josh Rogin Tuesday, September 22, 2009
About a third of Foreign Service officers in jobs that require language 

skills don't have the proficiency required to do their jobs, hurting 
America's ability to advocate its interests around the world, 

according to a new report by the Government Accountability Office.

"We cannot effectively sway our allies or adversaries if we do not speak

America's ability to advocate its interests around the world, 
according to a new report by the Government Accountability Office.

"We cannot effectively sway our allies or adversaries if we do not speakWe cannot effectively sway our allies or adversaries if we do not speak 
their language," said Sen. Daniel K. Akaka [Hawaii], Chair of the 
Homeland Security & Governmental Affairs Oversight of Gov’t 
Management subcommittee which commissioned the report ”

We cannot effectively sway our allies or adversaries if we do not speak 
their language," said Sen. Daniel K. Akaka [Hawaii], Chair of the 
Homeland Security & Governmental Affairs Oversight of Gov’t 
Management subcommittee which commissioned the report ”Management subcommittee, which commissioned the report. 

Staffing hardship posts will always be a challenge, but President Obama 
has called on the United States to re-engage the world and State must 

fix these chronic foreign language and staffing shortfalls."

Management subcommittee, which commissioned the report. 
Staffing hardship posts will always be a challenge, but President Obama 

has called on the United States to re-engage the world and State must 
fix these chronic foreign language and staffing shortfalls."fix these chronic foreign language and staffing shortfalls.fix these chronic foreign language and staffing shortfalls.



“Sprechen Sie Englisch?”“Sprechen Sie Englisch?”
(DAYTON, OHIO) July 11, 2008 4:53 PM
From CBS News' Maria Gavrilovic 
"I don't speak a foreign language It's embarrassing!" Barack

(DAYTON, OHIO) July 11, 2008 4:53 PM
From CBS News' Maria Gavrilovic 
"I don't speak a foreign language It's embarrassing!" BarackI don t speak a foreign language. It s embarrassing!  Barack
Obama exclaimed today at town hall meeting here. Obama,
who often touts his time growing up overseas, made the

f i hil ki b t th i t f t hi

I don t speak a foreign language. It s embarrassing!  Barack
Obama exclaimed today at town hall meeting here. Obama,
who often touts his time growing up overseas, made the

f i hil ki b t th i t f t hiconfession while speaking about the importance of teaching
foreign languages in schools. Obama came under fire by
conservative groups earlier this week, after he said that

confession while speaking about the importance of teaching
foreign languages in schools. Obama came under fire by
conservative groups earlier this week, after he said thatg p
more Americans should learn a foreign language.
At town hall meeting in Powder Spring, Georgia on Tuesday,
Obama said "It's embarrassing when Europeans come over

g p
more Americans should learn a foreign language.
At town hall meeting in Powder Spring, Georgia on Tuesday,
Obama said "It's embarrassing when Europeans come overObama said, It s embarrassing when Europeans come over
here, they all speak English, they speak French, they speak
German. And then we go over to Europe and all we can say is

?
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Foreign Language Majors Not Keeping Pace with the Pack:
The number of foreign language majors studying abroad grew
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323% -- or more than 4-x faster. 323% -- or more than 4-x faster. 
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is also very strong…”y gy g
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Since 1974, American Councils has focused on the 

as a national professional membership association for 
language and area professionals.  

Since 1974, American Councils has focused on the ,
development of SLA in America through: 

--the design and implementation of exchange and training 
programs, professional development activities; 

,
development of SLA in America through: 

--the design and implementation of exchange and training 
programs, professional development activities; p og a s, p o ess o a de e op e t act t es;
-- over 8,000 exchange programs for US high school, 
undergraduate and graduate students;
-- SA programs in Russia & Eurasia, Central Asia, South 
A i Middl E t d Af i

p og a s, p o ess o a de e op e t act t es;
-- over 8,000 exchange programs for US high school, 
undergraduate and graduate students;
-- SA programs in Russia & Eurasia, Central Asia, South 
A i Middl E t d Af iAsia, Middle East and Africa;
--curriculum and test development; 
--research and evaluation. 

Asia, Middle East and Africa;
--curriculum and test development; 
--research and evaluation. 



Internationalization trends in US 
education Arne Duncan has

Internationalization trends in US 
education Arne Duncan haseducation, Arne Duncan has 

noted:
education, Arne Duncan has 

noted:

“US education is too parochial.  We need a new 
generation of Americans who can speak at least 
one other language besides English;

“US education is too parochial.  We need a new 
generation of Americans who can speak at least 
one other language besides English;one other language besides English;

Our students must have the experience of studying 
and living abroad to learn first hand how others

one other language besides English;

Our students must have the experience of studying 
and living abroad to learn first hand how othersand living abroad to learn first hand how others 
see the world.  This experience should happen not 
only in college, but at K-12 levels as well…” Arne 
Duncan 10-23-09

and living abroad to learn first hand how others 
see the world.  This experience should happen not 
only in college, but at K-12 levels as well…” Arne 
Duncan 10-23-09Duncan, 10-23-09Duncan, 10-23-09



Microsoft: Competencies 
most sought in HR 

Microsoft: Competencies 
most sought in HR most sought in HR 

recruitment
most sought in HR 

recruitment

o Communication and interpersonal skills, 
including negotiation skills (Professional level

o Communication and interpersonal skills, 
including negotiation skills (Professional levelincluding negotiation skills.  (Professional level 
[L3] or higher)
including negotiation skills.  (Professional level 
[L3] or higher)

o Intentional Learners ‘who can adapt to new 
environments, integrate knowledge from 

o Intentional Learners ‘who can adapt to new 
environments, integrate knowledge from 
different sources and continue learning 
throughout their lives’.
different sources and continue learning 
throughout their lives’.



Teaching for Proficiency –Teaching for Proficiency –Teaching for Proficiency 
The Organizing Principle

Teaching for Proficiency 
The Organizing Principle

ACTFL/ILR Correlations

0- Novice

3- Professional level 
communication

5- Educated native 5 Educated native 
speaker

Russian in the Classroom

L2 = 700-750 hrs

L3 = 1320-1600 hrs



Comparison of Pre- and Post-Program Oral Proficiency Scores 
Semester Students Through October 2005 
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Comparison of Pre- and Post-Program Oral Proficiency Scores 
Academic Year Students Through October 2005 

N=208
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Flagship-Level 2 to 3 (and above): Flagship-Level 2 to 3 (and above): Flagship Level 2 to 3 (and above): 
Average L-2 Weekly Time-on-Task 

by Activity Type

Flagship Level 2 to 3 (and above): 
Average L-2 Weekly Time-on-Task 

by Activity Type
September 2005 to Present – 513 Reports Weekly Average  

Formal language learning classes   14.4
In homework and other preparation for formalby Activity Typeby Activity TypeIn homework and other preparation for formal 
language learning classes  1.2
Internship or specialization coursework 4.8
Language tutorial sessions  3.1
P f i l/ d i di 3 1Professional/or academic reading 3.1
Academic Total 26.6
    

Cultural events  2.4
f iHost family  7.7

In public transportation or while shopping  3.2
Other  10.6
Reading for pleasure 2.9e d g o p e su e 9
Reading the press  2.5
Russian radio or television  4.7
With friends  8.9
Oth A ti it T t l 42 9Other Activity Total 42.9
Totals 69.5
 



Comparison of Pre- and Post- AY Program 
Oral Proficiency Scores 2004-2008 (N=46)
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Note. * ACTFL OPI scores were converted into ILR scores; post-program OPI 
scores from FSI were used for students receiving a U.S. government fellowship.



RecommendationsRecommendations

Encourage but do not overestimate the impact of short-term 
SA programs in producing measureable gains. 
Encourage but do not overestimate the impact of short-term 
SA programs in producing measureable gains. p g p g g
Promote long-term SA (9-12 months) to contribute 
substantially to acquisition at high-levels of proficiency for a 
range of learners.  

p g p g g
Promote long-term SA (9-12 months) to contribute 
substantially to acquisition at high-levels of proficiency for a 
range of learners.  
Articulate complementary standards for SA and US-based 
classroom instruction. 
Articulate complementary standards for SA and US-based 
classroom instruction. 
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