
Transforming Immigration Challenges to Positive 

Learning Experiences:

The New UK Tier 4 Rules

Disclaimer: The information in this presentation regarding visas was correct as of 

the date 26th March 2010. The Tier 4 visa rules in the USA are subject to constant 

change and advisors should refer to the websites listed on the ‘Help and Support 

Slide’ for up to date information.  Please also note that the presenters are not 

professionally qualified to offer visa advice but can forward on queries to those 

within their institutions that are. 
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Study Abroad Objectives
what we think about

• Educational

Pedagogical style

Local perspectives

• Cultural

Global-mindedness

• Personal

Tolerance

Empathy



Study Abroad Preparation 
what we hope students think about

• academics

• career enhancement

• expenses

• safety

• culture

Jenkins, K. ‘International Education in an Altered World.’  Priorities. 2002.

http://www1.free-clipart.net/cgi-bin/clipart/directory.cgi?direct=clipart/Fantasy_And_Medieval&img=


‘We have for too long failed in our practice to 

address the complex and messy socio-political 

and economic discourses that inform the world 

in which we work, which has in turn allowed 

our students to go forth with the naïve 

assumption that the world is a benign place 

whose only complexity stems from cultural 

miscommunication or the like.’

Law, A. and Mennicke, S. ‘A Notion at Risk: Interrogating the Educational Role of Off-

Campus Study in the Liberal Arts.’ Frontiers: The Interdisciplinary Journal of Study 

Abroad. 2008.



Not in Kansas anymore ...

• Expectations v. Reality

• The Colonial Student

Past 

Present 

Ogden, A. ‘The View from the Veranda: Understanding Today’s Colonial Student.’  

Frontiers: The Interdisciplinary Journal of Study Abroad. 2008.



Immigration

documentation comparison
UK USA

Fun with forms x x

Proof of acceptance x x

Proof of finances x x

Academic credentials (transcripts, etc.) Possible

exemption for 

study abroad

x

Biometric data x Obtained at 

point of entry

Personal interview x



Immigration fee comparison

Student Visa fees 1, 2

USA £382 (incl. right to work fee of £299)           $756 USD

Australia £297                                                  $448 USD

Canada £207 (incl. right to work fee of £133)           $312 USD

New Zealand £141                                                  $212 USD

Ireland £235 (incl. Garda registration of £183)        $354 USD

United Kingdom £199                                                  $300 USD

1  UKCISA
2 www.xe.com, 22 March 2010

http://www.xe.com/


Study Abroad: the past and present

Study Abroad was…

•casual

•personal

•evolving

•beneficial

•life-changing

•important

Study Abroad is…

• formalised

• less personal

• evolving

• beneficial

• life-changing

• important



Tier 4 or Student Visitor Visa?

A comparison

Tier 4 Student Visitor

Immigration rules Unconditionally accepted

Must be full time course 

Unconditionally accepted

Can study full time or part time

When to apply Can apply up to 3 months before 

the start of course

Must use CAS within 6 months

CAS – Certificate of Acceptance 

for Studies. Not paper certificate 

. A number sent to student via 

email from UK University 

Not specified BUT if applying for prior 

entry clearance - 2 months

OR

If visa national (USA) can apply at 

airport on arrival – with correct 

documentation. Risk of refusal

Supporting documentation Significant amount of 

documentation - original 

qualifications and detailed 

financial information – will be 

discussed in detail

Visa letter from UK university 

Show have enough funding to pay 

tuition fees and maintenance

– will be discussed in detail

Visa fee £199 £68 or £0 if applied for at airport

Visa application Complete VAF9 and Appendix 8 

(General Student)

VAF1D



Tier 4 or Student Visitor Visa?

A comparison

Tier 4 Student Visitor

Employment Can work 20  hours per 

week  and full time in 

vacations

Not allowed to work – incl. 

Voluntary work

Family or dependants Can bring family / 

dependants if studying for 

over 6 months

Not allowed to bring family

Length of visa If 6 months or less –

course +7 days

Over 6 months – course + 

2 months 

Maximum 6 months

Start date of visa 7 days before the start of 

course if 6 months or less

1 month if over 6 months

7 days before the start date of the 

course

Changing type of visa Can change type of visa –

e.g. Tier 1 – post study 

work

Cannot change visa type

Extending visa Can extend visa Cannot extend visa



How to apply for a Tier 4 

General Student visa 

When submitting general student visa application students require: 

1. Accepted unconditionally for a full-time course at UK University

2. CAS number in email from British University (not more than 6 months old)

3.  Original transcripts/qualifications as detailed in the CAS email – can be an 

exception for Study Abroad students 

4. Proof have enough money to cover the cost of  tuition fees and maintenance 

costs of £600 (£800 in inner London) per month* for up to a maximum of 9 

months

Keep up to date with changes to the immigration rules the UK Government 

frequently change the immigration rules for entry into the UK – we recommend 

that you check the UKBA’s website for up to date immigration advice. 



Supporting documentation -

qualifications
Tier 4 Visa

• Must provide all documents listed in the CAS

• Same documents used by British University to assess entry requirements

• Original transcripts / exam certificates

• Study Abroad – usually last transcript from home university

• BUT

• For study abroad CAS can simply state that university has assessed that 
student is studying at degree level at X University in USA.

Student Visitor Visa

• Letter from UK university stating that have been unconditionally accepted

• Can bring letter from home university confirming studying at X university in 
the USA and will be studying abroad



Tier 4 - Financial Requirements

Must show evidence:

• Tuition fees for whole course PLUS

• Maintenance - £600 per month (£800 if in inner London)

Student can demonstrate this through 1 or more of the following:

1. Personal/parents bank statements

• Covering 28 day period

• No more than one month old when submitted

• Balance must not have dropped below spec. Amt 

• If friend – must be in named joint account

• Parents / guardians – provide original birth cert / adoption 
documentation AND letter from parents / guardians

2. Bank Loan - letter confirming money will be released 
when student visa issued



Tier 4 - Financial Requirements

3. Financial Sponsorship letter
= Home US university can be sponsor

Letter needs to confirm the sponsor will cover ALL fees and maintenance 
costs (should state exact total amounts), if not will need to combine 
letter with cash in bank or loan

OR

Tuition fees

• If US university has paid some or all tuition fees before CAS issued 
amount paid will be reported directly to immigration offer and CAS 
email will state amount paid

• Therefore, no need to provide any evidence

• (if US university will cover costs but paid after CAS issued – will need 
letter)

.



Tier 4 - Financial Requirements

Accommodation / Living expenses

• If US University paying accommodation and living costs:

– will need a letter from University  stating the amount of money they are giving for 

accommodation and living costs

OR

If paid, can have letter from UK University saying paid

OR

Amount that has been paid can be stated in CAS, if paid before issued

Letter from sponsoring university: 

• on official letter-headed paper with the University stamp stating:

• Student’s name and personal details

• The name and contact details of US University

• The date of the letter

• The length of time that student will be in the UK

• The amount of money the University is giving for your tuition fees and living costs



Student Visitor Visa - Financial 

Requirements
• If applying in advance or at airport

• Must be able to show have enough money for:

• Tuition fees

• Accommodation and living costs - Living costs – not stated but 
recommend show the same as Tier 4

• Travel costs to and from the UK

• Self financing students

• Provide bank statements for a period of 3 months showing enough 
money for tuition fees and £600 (or £800 for inner London) for each 
month of the course. This money should be readily available. 

• Home US university financing studies (tuition fees/ 
accommodation/living costs):

• Official letter from home US university



Student Visitor Visa - Financial 

Requirements

• Sponsored by family or friends

• provide bank statements for a period of 3 months showing that they have 

enough money for your tuition fees and £600/£800 for each month of the 

course.

• Should also provide a letter from their Financial Sponsor stating:

• Their name and contact details

• Student’s name

• The length of time student will be in the UK

• The amount of money they are giving to student

• Their relationship to student



Tier 4 - entry clearance procedure

Obtain VAF9 and Appendix 8 form – www.ukvisas.gov.uk/en/howtoapply/infs/inf29pbsstudent

Students from the USA must apply and can submit payments online. 

CAS (must be no more than 6 months old)

Supporting documents: 

• Financial documentation

• Qualifications

• Tuberculosis certificate (if relevant)

Send originals and a photocopy of each

Make sure to keep photocopies of all documents submitted

- Submit to British Embassy in home country (USA):

- the two forms

- payment

- supporting documentation and photocopies

- passport photo

- passport

Biometric information

At some point asked to attend an office to give fingerprints and have photograph taken. This will 

be done at one of 129 Application Support Centres across the USA. 

http://www.ukvisas.gov.uk/en/howtoapply/infs/inf29pbsstudent


Help and Support 

Keep up to date with changes to the immigration rules the UK Government frequently 

change the immigration rules for entry into the UK – we recommend that you check the 

UKBA’s website for up to date immigration advice

Visa Information for students:

http://www.bia.homeoffice.gov.uk/studyingintheuk/

Tier 4 policy guidance:

www.ukba.homeoffice.gov.uk/studyingintheuk/adult-students/

Web pages targeted at institutions:

www.ukba.homeoffice.gov.uk/employers/points/sponsoringmigrants/sponsoring-

students/sponsoring-general-students/issuing-the-visa-letter

UKCISA

www.ukcisa.org.uk

Information on UK University websites:

Cardiff University: 

http://www.cf.ac.uk/for/prospective/inter/study/gettingtocardiff/visasandimmigration/index.ht

ml
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Any Questions?



Group Discussion

• What best practices have your institutions developed to help/assist 

students prepare for new UK student visa entry rules?

• What can UK universities do to further simplify this process?

• Finally, if there are specific situations not covered in the 

presentation that might be best presented to UKBA for clarification, 

please submit these by table for discussion and follow-up.

• Table discussion (10 minutes)

• Feedback (2 minutes per table)



Thank you for listening!

Contact us:

Rose Matthews – matthewsr3@cf.ac.uk

Anne-Marie Tracey – a.bruner@uea.ac.uk

mailto:matthewsr3@cf.ac.uk
mailto:a.bruner@uea.ac.uk

