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Legal Foundations

Two US federal laws address the 
rights of individuals with disabilities.
Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act 
of 1973 requires that organizations 
receiving US federal dollars (which 
includes almost all universities and 
colleges) not discriminate against 
individuals with disabilities and that 
they provide reasonable disability 
modifications. 



[ŜƎŀƭ CƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴǎ /ƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘΧ

The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) of 1990 along 

with the ADA Amendments Act of 2008 protects people 

with disabilities from discrimination in employment, 

public modifications, transportation, telecommunications

and the activities of state and local government. These 

two laws and amendments mandate that US colleges and 

universities provide equal access to their campus, classes 

and services for students with disabilities. 



Legal Interpretations for 
Colleges and Universities

Although the ADA cannot require overseas
institutions and programs to be accessible,
most institutions which sponsor programs 
abroad follow the principle used in the 
United States and provide reasonable 
academic modifications on their overseas 
programs. This means that the 
modifications should not fundamentally 
alter the nature of the program and that 
the modifications relate to the student's 
classroom experience.



Legal Interpretations for 
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In addition, the modifications should be appropriate for 

the student's particular disability, and students will need 

to determine with their disability services office what 

kinds of modifications are appropriate to request. When 

considering how ADA requirements apply to study 

abroad, US institutions and programs should consult with

their institutional legal council to interpret these laws 

and to determine who is responsible for providing and 

financing overseas modifications for their students.





Finding Resources for Necessary Modifications 
and Services for Students with Disabilities 

while Studying Abroad
Å First consult with the student with the disability 

to see what resources they may have and will 
need for the study abroad experience.

Å Consult with your University Student Disability 
Services Office

ÅMeet and talk with professors who are part of 
the Study Abroad program

Å Talk with program directors in the foreign 
institutions about local resources and possible 
modifications that may be needed in the 
classroom, living arrangements, field trips and 
local transportation.



Finding Resources for Necessary Modifications and Services for 
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ÅContact international organizations that provide services to 
students with disabilities that want to study abroad.

ÅContact disability organizations that provide resources for 
specific disability types such as blindness, deaf organizations 
and others.

ÅContact other colleges and Universities with Study Abroad 
programs to learn how they may have accommodated a 
student with disability to a similar location or program.

ÅGoogle Earth



Preparation and Planning for Students with 
Disabilities to Study Abroad

ÅPlan ahead!!  Plan Ahead!! If you 
are remotely thinking about 
going abroad in the next year.  
5ƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƛǘ ǳƴǘƛƭ ŘŜŀŘƭƛƴŜ ǘƻ ŀǇǇƭȅ 
to go and decide you want to go 
abroad.  Start early to learn all 
you can about the requirements 
of the program and the setting 
you may go to abroad.

ÅTalk with the Study Abroad office 
on campus about the programs 
you are interested in.

ÅMeet with the Disability Services 
Office staff to discuss how your 
disability might impact your 
study abroad program.



Preparation and Planning for Students with 
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ÅTalk to other students on your campuses that have gone on 
the study abroad program before.

ÅFind out about any extra costs related to your study abroad 
program in regards to your disability and who is responsible 
to pay.

ÅCheck with funding sources such as the Rotary Club, Lions 
Club, sororities/fraternities and other special interest 
groups for scholarships.



Preparation and Planning for Students with 
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ÅCheck with your parents or university 
officials about health insurance coverage 
while you are in another country.

ÅFind out if you will need any Assistive 
technology with you on your study abroad 
program.

ÅContact the professors who are leading the 
program and explore how the course of 
study is planned and get a course syllabus or 
agenda if possible in advance.



Preparation and Planning for Students with 
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ÅContact Mobility International to find the additional 
resources you may need with your disability access 
issues in the foreign country you are studying at. 

ÅCall home and talk it over with your parents.


